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Friday of the First Week of Lent
Ezekial 18:21-28
Matthew 5:20-26

It is so sad when we see people who once loved each other become estranged and even filled with hate for one another. Love does change in every loving relationship. We want the change to be growing and not weakening. When it weakens it begins to die.

God is love and He wants to be in a loving relationship with all of His people. That never changes but we do. Lent is a reminder to deepen our commitment of love to God in many and various ways. Separating ourselves from God through sin brings death to our relationship. This season of penance is to turn us around, away from self, sin, the world and the dark and walk and bask in the light and glory of God.

Estrangement from the God of love happens little by little until we realize that our lives and hearts do not love God, even though our lips may say otherwise. In life we make a lot of poor choices. Each poor choice that we make without sorrow and reconciliation turns us another degree away from God toward evil until one day we find ourselves facing the other direction.

God never turns His face away nor does He cease loving us. He always forgives because unforgiveness inhibits love. On the cross Christ forgave and said, "Father forgive them for they know not what they are doing". What generous love that is and dying itself is a total act of love. He too forgave the thief next to Him because He loved unconditionally all people.

I am amazed that after dying to forgive all sins that the first gift to the Church as a Resurrected Savior is a gift of peace--the Sacrament of Penance. He wanted us to know that He would be in the Church loving us every time that we do sin and stop loving Him as we should.

Confession is an act of humility to go before the Lord but in that experience we meet and are embraced by a loving, tender, compassionate and forgiving God. Simply we meet love. In the Sacrament we see a God who yearns for us to love Him as He loves us.

In the office and ministry of the priesthood, we all have a mediator or representative of God and the community. He is called by God from a community to minister in God's name to the community. When we sin we do damage to the love relationship with God and to our brothers and sisters.

The Sacrament of Penance is to be "born again" because when we confess we die to our past and we rise to a new life of love. What a great gift! Why do we look a "gift-horse" in the mouth and ignore it? Our gospel says if we come to the altar with our gift and have an unloving relationship with God or our neighbor, then we are to go and be reconciled. The Sacrament of Penance is that opportunity and Sacrament of Love.

Ezekiel reminds us that we can go from virtue and love of God and good and fall into a lost life. He also speaks of going from vice to virtue and therefore finding love and new life.

We never have to fear coming before God with our guilt or sorrow. He has been waiting with love and forgiveness. Lent asks us to acknowledge our sins, own up to what is wrong and seek to repair our lives. Let us love God and one another. Let us love ourselves. Let's fall back in love with a God who never stops loving us.
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God Bless,
Msgr. John McArthur   
